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DIARY FOR MAY 


7 77; r; 


arciip meeting on Tuesday, fth May i7oc, at 7,50 pm in our club rooms. visitors are welcone! 


FUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE: 15 IT sWY GOGD7 
discussion on our ©.5, Disks and Tapes 


Acceptance of Fules of Incaoraaration and By-Laws 





Une of cur members will run 4 separate Beginners Corner session tor new members, 


7 


Workshop meeting on Sunday, i?th May 1752, trom i pm till 3 pm in cur club rooms. To get the 
Maxigus Ganerit trom the workshop it is recommended that you Sring your own computer equipment. 


Slease note that workshor meetings are tor members only! 


r 


SHBRERS: Smoking is HG? sliGHib in the class rooms! It you must smoke, go to the kitchen or the 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS 


iil Sub-sroup meets every znd and 4th Saturday of the month at 7.30 pm, in the Cannon 
; Far turther information ring Barry Wilson (VIC-2¢) at 339 6204 or Augy 


397 zk ao , arter hours, 


canner 2 
Hill state 7 al 
Norman if-o4) at 
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Springwood Sub-Group aeets on the ird Wednesday at the month at 7.J0 pa, in the Springwood 
hool, Dennis Rd., iringee. Contact Terry Steer at 200 2920 (after hours) 





central Prigar; 
for turther data 


Cc 


sug meets on the nd and 4th Sunday or the aonth (1 pm - S&S pm) at the 
iol (rear entrance). Ring Clayton Lancaster at 285 4157 (atter hours) for 


Fine Fivars Sub- 
strathnine High 
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further informaticn. 





dclitfe Feninsula 3 ) meets on the ist Friday of the wanth (7 pe - {1 pm) at the 
Redclitre High School. Contact Geoty Baillie at 703 5965 ‘atter hours) for further details. 


f.3 
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Wavell Heights Sub-Group meets on the znd Tuesday ot the month at the Wavell Heights High 


Schock. Ring Robert Adamson at Zoo 8353 (atter hours) for details on times etc, 





Sherwood Sub-Group meets on the Znd Friday of the month at the Gr 


a le State School. Leigh 
Winsor is co-ordinator and can be reached at 3/7 2405 (after hours 


} ps or more details. 
The Gap Sub-Group meets on the Ird Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pe at the Sap State School. 
Co-ordinator is John Johnston, who can be contacted at 20 5246 for details. 


We are still locking tor one or more of our metbers tc start a Sub-Group in the Sunnybank or 
Nt.Gravatt area '!! 


Killarney Sub-Group: Roger Fraser of Fine St. Killarney has formed a group in the Killarney 
aac 


district. Ring Roger at (076) 641370 tor turther details, 


Roma Sub-Group: Charles Hac Fherson would like ta start a sub-group in the Roma district. Far 
more intormation phone Charles at (074) Z2zZlol 


Maryborough Sub-Group: This sub-group is now up and running. Contact Terry Eaade (io Mouguet 
Lane, Maryborough, 4650) at 21 5059 (#) or 21 227% {H), 


Ardidala Sub-Group: W. Feter Gadsby of o4 Galloway St, Araidale NSW 23500 would like ta fara a 
Qroup in the Armidale Area, Contact Peter tor further details. 





IMPORTANT NOTICE: Copying ot Commercial Software is not allowed at our meetings or workshops. 


Failure to comply with this requlation wil] result in loss of membership! 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 


Business Sub-Groun meets at the West End State School on the Ird Tuesday af the month at 7.20 
pu. Contact Ken Charters at 808 1348 (a.hrs.) tor turther information. 


Primary Education Sub-Group meets at the Milton é 
at 7.30 po. Bring your own equipment. Contact & 
2825 (atter working hours). 


tate School on the third Tuesday ot the manth 
iil Weeks at 208 9620 (working hours) or at 341 


Adventure Games Sub-Group meets during the main Meeting at Milton. Contact Trevor Mancktelow at 
Zoz 4002 (after hours) for further details. 


THE VIC CENTRE 





commodore 


COMPUTER 


For professional service and support call in to CW Electronics. 
Commodore's longest established Queensland Dealer. 
Largest range of VIC & C64 software in Queensland. 


THE ONLY PLACE WORTH ITS SALT IN BRISBANE 
416 LOGAN RD., STONES CORNER BRISBANE 397 0888 | 





EDITORIAL 


Tor the benefit of those members who never read the penultimate page (our Directory) oF this 
newsletter it is pointed out that the deadline for articles and member’s advertisements (which 


are free) is the znd Tuesday of the month! 


Last month I had several phonecalls from members who wished to place adverts after this cut-off 
date, and regrettably I had to retuse them. One ot the callers got rather uptight about ay 
refusal, apparently expecting me to re-design the iay-out for their benefit! 

Please realize that all committee members are unpaid volunteers who do their computer club 
duties in their spare time. It at times our best is not good enough, then the solution is in 
your hands: @ffer your services to the committee! 


We are pleased to welcome our new Maryborough Sub-Group, and certainly hope to hear a lot froa 
cur members up there. 


It is also gratifying to know that the newly formed Commodore Barcaldine Users Group, and the 
Sairns Commodore Users Group have affiliated with us. Elsewhere in this issue you will find 
details of their activities. 


Currently we have a lot of articles for future issues of "CURSOR" on disk, but please let us 
have more, even though it may be several months before we can publish it. We particularly would 
like to hear from new contributors. 


One of cur members suggested a “Swap Corner", and a good idea it is too! But rather than 
starting a separate column we will incorporate this in the "Member*s Adverts" ccluan. 30, if 
you have software or hardware which is surplus to your requirements, you can now after it for 
sale, or try to swap it. Nember*s Adverts (computer equipment only!) are free, but remember our 
deadline! 


To all members attending meetings and workshops: 
Carry your membership card at all times! 
This is the only way we can extend group services to our members! 
With our very large membership base we do need this bureaucratic necessity to stop non-members 
from obtaining goods and services which are there for members only! 


Ralph De Vries 
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NOTES & GOSSIP 


fei USens* GUIDE - znd Edition, 
Did you know that Commodore are now issuing a rey ised Users Guide for the {541 Disk Brive? 


dritter by dim and Elen Strasma it is a vast improvement on the original users quide, 
particularly the new chapters on file-handling, Jim Strasma, an American minister ot religion, 
has been involved with Commodore for quite # few years now and, like his Canadian friend Jin 
Butterfield, has written many books and articles on Commodore computers. Currently he has a 
regular column: in "BUN" magazine where he answers readers’ queries. 

As well he adits the “Midnite Software Gazette", a magazine we nope to add to our library in the 
near future, (Question: I] wonder if his parishioners see very much ot their parson?) 


When aur presid 7. aot igad Commodore in Sydney about the avaiiability of this new Users Guide 


he wes told that will only be supplied with new 1541 drives. 

He have managed i Nai held af a photo copy of the guide, and have been given permission to make 
copies of this available to cur members. Within the neat tew months or sco our resident 
photo-copier (Terry Steer) should be in production. Between this guide and Faul Blair’s booklet 
"Starting with Disk Drives” (available from Terry Tor s2239, and still an indispensable adjunct 
to the Users’ Suide) it should cover most 1941 users’ needs. 


We had a phone call the other day from Drew at Chandlers in Adelaide Street, advising us that 

the STAR Gemini-i9k 1s nc more? 

This very fine printer, built like a tank, and cheap to run, (it uses nylon ribbon on standard 

typewriter spools, which are appr. 75% cheaper than cartridge ribbons) will be replaced in the 

not to distant tuture by model no 56-19, 

Not much known at this stage, but it is supposed toe be 202 taster, afters a near-letter-quality 
Commodore-ready version, which means no more separate interfaces! 


mode, and (maybet) comes ‘ a Co 

Exact price and availability not known at this stage, Dut we will keep you posted, 

MOVING 

We believe that Commodere’s head quarters in Sydney are about to be shifted. Their Sydney 
sailing address is now: Private Bag 71 Lane Cove NSW cOoo. 

EXPANDING 

Bristane’s . 


wr 


dect Commodere dealers, [.W. Electronics Nave gone west! Brian Beamish has opened 
cowgombsa, at 325 Ruthven St. The branch is managed by Warwick Baxter, and their 


. 
at 
a branch in 7 


shone no. is 384272. Commodore has never been very well represented in Toowsomba, so we Can 
expect a considerable upsurge in Commodore activity on the Downs. 


HIDDEN THLENTS 


While recently going through the group's membership Listing our secretary checked thraugh that 
nart of the listing which tells us about the particular interests and applications cr our 
members. (Computer-based interests that is!) We tound at least four members whe are interested 
in astronomy and also some whose interests is genealogy (tamily trees etc,}, Fromptly our 
secretary picked up the phone and asked some of them if they would be prepared to give a talk or 
write an article for this newsletter, which they have promised to do. 

Do you use your computer for some interesting purpose? Flease let us know. It does not matter 
if you feel that you cannot give a speech or write lengthy articles. Talk to our secretary or 
newsletter editor. We'd love te hear from you! 


sub-Sroup Contribution 


Our Wavell Heights sub-group co-ordinator Rob Adamson has asked ame to re-publish a listing af 
a1] the Disk Wedge commands, and WE are only too nleased ¢ LG oblige, Bruce iy Lie, another member 


from this group, contributed a are method of resetting the computer atter a pregram crash 


(see "Notes & Gossip’ in the Feb. 88 issue of “CURSOR"). | 
Rob has also supplied to our Disk Library copies of “TURBODISK" fram the April 85 issue of 
“Compute” and an improved version of "MAGFILE” {for keeping track of magazine articles} from the 


Jan. 85 issue of "Compute’s Gazette. Hany thanks gentiemen: 
Hew Address os Disk Librarian 


Because of business pressure Ken Charters, our Disk Librarian, has been tarced to resign his 
nost,. 
Our new Disk Librarian is Bill Bohlen. 
Bill’s address is: 
27 Wenlack Crescent, Springwood, GLP, 4127 (Phones (07) 206 s7z5 (a.h.)] 


rrom the Disk Librarian 


At the last committee meeting a decision was taken to alleviate the rush on our disk Librarians 


during our regular meetings. 

As from the Hay meeting, te purchase F.0D. disks, you are requested to fill in an order tora and 
pass it on to the librarian, together with the fee ($0.99 incl. packaging and postage). 

Your disks will then be posted to you within the next few days. 


Bill Bohlen 


J 





Daisy Wheel Printers 


Could I please add some comments to the review of the Commadore daisy wheel printer 
by Cliff Pottinger in CURSOR February 1985. I have a Juki 6100 daisy wheel printer 
which I beleive is the printer that sporned the Commodore printer. I have not as yet 
had the opportunity to examine the two machines side by side but the following 
compares the known characteristics:- 


* & Centronics parallel interface is provided instead of a Commodore serial 
interface. An RS232C serial interface board is available. Because of the Juki is a 
general purpose Centronics printer device number and Commodore ASCII switches are 
not included. 

* Tractor and a cut-sheet feed attatchments are available. I have a tractor feed 
which is driven from the. platten drive gear and, when attached, disables the 
friction feed. It may be mechanically compatible with the Commodore printer. 

* Though the Juki printer is made in Japen, its user's manual is written in 
California, USA. It is well written and includes some comic relief. The manual (160 
pages) includes information on using the printer, interfacing and configuring 
several specific computers and word processors to work with the printer, control 
codes and technical aspects of interfacing. Still, however, I have found some 
difficulties with implementing some of the control and escape codes with my word 
processor. Also, this and other piirters seem not to include a computer ‘operated 
pause function; pause must be provided by the word processor stopping data 
transmission to the printer. : 

* The Juki operating noise masks the operation of its "bell". 

* J operate the Juki with a CBM 4016 via a home made interface but have, as _ yet, 
had no trouble with incompatibility or order of switching on the equipment. 


John Naumann 


Mee ek 
PINTECDUCTION TQ MACHINE CODE PROGRAMMING" COURSE 


Starting on Thursday ith April i785 (opm - 7pm) at the ITHACH i.n.F.E. COLLEGE 
Duration appr. o weeks. Cost ror the course is only 35.00 


Students must be competent Basic programmers to be able to follow this course. 


rt v— 


Contact Dr. & Ferry {iGam - 4pm) at 36 32 


ar 
Pi 


2 tor further details, 
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Lie Sul tite ClR eI TUL Ui eT CE 
Uolke & GERINI-10A PRINTER with a nade ‘to IRTERFRC 


Quite regularly I gat calls trom new (and sometimes old} users of the Gemini-10% printer, used 
in conjunction with the Card?/+5 interface. Their main problem is the setting or the control 
(dip) switches, both in the interface and the printer. 


Atter using this combination now for quite some time I have been able to rationalise the 
settings to such an extent that only i switch in the interface needs changing! 


* 


But let us start with the printer first. This has a bank or 9 switches internally, and an 
additional bank of 4 switches externally. The internal switches should all be in the OH 
position. The external switches should be set aS tollows: 


switch No.i: ON 

Switches No.Z-3-4: OFF 
NCTE: Do not touch these dipswitches again, as all turther canversions are either done by the 
intertace or under program control! 
The Card?/+6 interface (also locally knewn as the “Tronia" interface) has a bank of & dip 
switches built in, and these have to be accessed by removing the tour screws. The standard 
configuration is as follows: 


Switch 1 2 % * a) Ajeeicmaee” 6 
ON OFF OR ON ON OFF OR ON 


This is the standard configuration, which is used for: 


Progra Listings ulti Plan 
Koala Frinter Speed Script 
Frint Shop Clut Mailing List 


Gemini Instruction Manual Frograms* 


* Re the Coneadore prograss in this books Change the secondary addres fo ¢ instead of &, 
otherwise you get no line feed! 


Switch No.7 in the interface controls the conversion of Commodore (FET) ASCII to standard ASCII. 
For the following programs this switch (No.7) should be in the OFF position: 


rarer Clip vonsultant 

Daadis Eas; Script * 

* For fas; Script seu cease tse Ma-2> printer option, and for cubput yaa choose SERIAL. 
INFORTAHT!s Do not change dipswitch settings while ali your equipment is switched on, as those 
changes have no eftect! Ta make attective changes while your equipment is switched cn, you have 

J g - 2 
te disconnect the interface power suppiy trom the cassette port betore changing the dipswitch 
sett Ling, 
These settings work tine will the Semini printer and the Card7/+G interface. If you own an 
gs B j 


ti 
cnson ar Epson compatible printer they way work, or they say not. 





Other interfaces may have ditrerent banks of dip switches built in, but usually there is a 
so-called parent Node, which is usually equivaient to the Card?/+5 Frogran Listing Mode. 
In this case ;ou would onl; fave to reset the aSfii cantrol switch for programs such as Faper 
clip cr Eas; Script 


nea Dip Switch situation somewhat, 


THE FEINT ZHOF by EBROSERELNE SOFTWARE 
Disk tor f-a4 - FLELP. 305,00 
Our Copy zram Chandlers - Adelaide St, 


Okidata etc? If you do I can thoroughly recommend the above program, and indeed it is a long 

Lime ago since I have seen such an interesting sottware package. 

Sida isk has the program tor non-Commodore printers, and side B is to be used for the 

t HOT the isis or 692 ragaer | 

cwS you 6 design greeting cards, letterheads, logos, notices, banners etc. etc. 
documented progres alee Tull FAaNge Ot Gh-Screen menus which make it a 


Do you own a iSfS or GOL printer, or a non-Zommodore printer such as Gemini, =nS QU C-Itoh, 


OG has 
joy to use it. 


ghet does it ofter 
Sizes, (see illustration} 


Ml 2 
lid, cullined, or three-dimensional 


wa 


: Rhine ditterent border designs 
: Ten abstract patterns for backgrounds 
: Forty odd pictures and symbols 

Fs A graphics editor te design one’s own pictures and logas 

(see Commodore- and Cursor Loge on the tront page of this newsletter.) 

6: Text automatically centered or left & right justitied 

di Text can be superimposed over any picture or design 

I: A kaleidoscopic pattern generator can be stopped at any tiae - saved out to disk, and 
printed cut on the printer in both positive or negative format, with or without text 
super-imposed, 


mews 


FONTS: 


ARCOE FENIX MNOPOISTUVWKY70123456789 on 


ABCDERGHIJRECNOPQRSTUYWRYZ 0193456789 — seawa 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ0123456789 sews 
ABCOEFGHIALMMNOPQRSTUVWHYe 129056 7189 racm 


ABCBEPGHISKLMNOPORSTOVWKY2 O1e9456789 Panty 


ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 0123456789 BLock 
ARCHEFGHIIKLAXOPORSTUYRXYS 0123456789 svancit 


pres sees eore 4 Uae MITE te peyes myte CAR SI 
bP AUN Mot dhe: Ue data Uletaored 


TYPEWRITER 
The eight different printer fants of Print Shep 


This is a formidable list, and every feature Works, and works well. Already some of ay 
experimenting can be seen in the layout of "CURSOR", and no doubt further changes will follow! 


What are the snags? 


The eight type styles come only in upper case - this is a pity, but I can live without this 
Teature, 

It is not possible to mix type styles or use more than one picture (logo) in any ane design, 
This iS a more serious restriction, 

Depending on one’s printer and interface combination, it can take up to 1¢ minutes to print a 
picture. This is not sc much a complaint about the program, bul rather due to equipment 
restrictions. With certain printer/interface co@binations (particularly if the interface or 
nrinter has a buffer) printing could be considerably faster, If one has designed a good-locking 
letter head for example, you could get the program to print ;ou a hundred copies if you have a 
weekend to spare! { would rather go to my local printer with the original and have it printed 
or pheto-copied! 





nS an interesting side light I did print cul a banner. The program prints banners side-ways 
acrass the paper, thus allawing ;ou to jabs an of several meters in length. Great for 


Qarage sales etc., but printing can take cv ginutes cr more! 


Despite these ainor rastrictions I would classify this as ane of the very best graphics programs 
zor the €-64, and can thoroughly recommend it. 


Ralph Be Vrias 


COMNODGRE 54 SUBROUTINE COOKBOOK by DAVID D, BUSCH 


= 


c 
ai 


ait 
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Our review capy by courtesy of Prentice-Hall of Australia Fty Ltd - E.RLF, 212, 
This book is certainly # book tull ot little surprises, and most of them good ones To the 
person whic likes ta write Als own progrags, this book is tull of handy subroutines ante} can be 
typed cul and copied inte your own programs without using the old grey cells tou much, You just 
lock up the well presented indes and pick which listing will tit, and away you go, 
The first chapter even explains how to merge these routines with your own programs, and gives 
listings suitable tor doing sa. 
uheye Toliow apie sgl on the use o 
sic trick : Gane routines, date 
Communic aitia ns tor the aadem u 
nee tunctions to your basi 
conrusing ts amateurs | 
Most or the progrags can also be adapted for your own specitic use by buliding on their basic 
pPOgrat: tasting. Gne that f found ee waS a SOrl program, which sorts a list 
alphabeticail,;, and which I adapted to send to my 1520 printer atter typing in the list. All 1 
need tu de now is work cut how to save the List eto it prints, since you have to type the 
list ali over again once you have the hard copy, The program is adaptable to a list of any 
iength just by changing the number ot units in the array to be sorted. 
To the person writing his/her awn igre: this book would be invaluable, as there is sure to be 
z subroutine here to cover the topic they're iouking tor. 
Highl, reccasended, 


S;sticks, time, sounds, tricks with colours, function keys, 

iness and tinancial subroutines, and a chapter on 
5 isc two rather interesting chapters on adding 
bits and bytes’, « subject which I°m sure becomes rather 


jJuiianne Fallen 








CHSTLE SF SGCTGR CREEP by Broderbund Sortware - «A 






Iz you ever want a game that gives you puzzles to solve and orcblems ta nut cul, this is the 
one, but be sure you have a couple or hours to spare to do it in, 

In this game the idea is to escape from Doctor Creep’s Castle. Sounds easy, excepl when you are 
confronted by *Frankanstein’ monsters which tollow you everywhere it you disturb thea by walking 
in front of their boses, or mugmies (Egyptian style) who walk back and forth in sie Same 
direction as you do, atter sliding out ot their tombs when jou med os walk past. And 
there’s the sensor guns that run up and down on tracks af the side of the screen and fire as 
soon as you get on their level. This is where quick thinking comes in handy; as you try to get a 
‘Frankie’ or mummy between the gun and yourselt, thus eliminating one more obstacle in getting 
out of the dreaded castle. There are also moving walkways which you will encounter, and aust be 
turned off by a switch betore you are able to cross, or can be used to your adva antage by 
reversing their direction and trapping one ct the nasties on the other side, It is quite 
amusing in some screens to see tive mummies all walking like mad against the steps and getting 
Nowhere, especially when you have crossed to satety and lured them there in the process, ‘You 
feel quite satisfied with yourselr’ nother good trick is to lure the Frankensteins down to the 
end of a platform where the only way down is a pole, and you are on the opposite end on a 
ladder, and can gc up again, leaving the “poor fellow’ stranded and successfull; beaten in his 
pursuit of you. 

You can also travel around the screen by; putting ;aursel? inte a ‘matter transfer chamber’, the 
colour or which you change by pushing on your joystick. Fress your fire button {Bean ‘er up, 
Scott) and you are transterred to a spot at the same colour elsewhere on the s screen, usually in 
a place unreachable otherwise. But beware! Sometimes that gun is just there waiting. There is a 
choice of thirteen (what else) castles to cheese from after completing a ver; informative 
tutorial which gives you a very mild taste of things tc come. If yuu don’t start playing right 
away there are seven nice pieces ot music to listen ta, should you have to answer the phone ate, 
The graphics are quite good and the colou ight. The sound ettects also add to the dimension 
of the game, 

One nice teature is the ability, to save the gam@@ at any given position, and I must admit that 1 
use this to cheat a bil. It I'm entering # room that is particularl, hard, Il] save where I am 
before entering. Then, if I yet zapped, I don’t have te go back ta the beginning again! You 
also have a choice ot limited/unlimited lives at the start. I recommend the unligited lives 
until you get used to the intricacies of the game or you will find that, just as you're getting 
somewhere, that rotten aan OVER" message pops up on the screen, and it's back to scratch 
again! The only thing I round a bit tedious was running the same gauntlet numercus tiges to 
switch various traps oft and on, in order to retrieve a key or traverse an area. 

After I have spent several hours playing this game I still haven’t gone through all i2 castles, 
st I just keep on trying some more! Highly recc@mended, 


ol: 
rs bri 


Julianne Fallen 





* Dini otis" 


Robert ndamson has asked us, for the convenience of our many new members, to furnish a csaplete 
; } 
i 


listing ov ali the Bisk Wedge Commands, ac he can never tind his! 
As mentioned in “Nates & Gossip" the latst 1541 diskdrives are supplied with a new users’ 
haniai. Strangel; enough there are only a tee lines deveted te the most important wedge 
Comaands; the rast is not aven touched upon. xv strange omission. 


NB, @ = > (use either) 


> List director;- pause with space bar- RETURH to exit 
rasFROGS Lists dir programs beginning FROG 

/PROE Luad FECE 

tPROS Load and run 

AFROG Laad FEGE,c,i 

-PEO5 Save FRG 

€80:FELE Saye with reslace FROG 

PHIGHHE Ke «© Format disk 

?S:FROG2 scratch rile 

rarhaot Scratch af] tiles beginning HAG 

DC:HEWHAHE=OLEHAHE Eacks up zile to sage disk (HEWHHHE? 
PRSFILEZ=FILEt Eename tile 

>] Initialise drive ; switch disks 

: treturn} Bick status 

V Validate disk (e.g. if unclosed file #PRG?. ({H.E. Nill erase random files.) 
eld * Reset drive (=turn ott and on} 

ya8) Disconnect wedge 


su 
e§ 
2:8 


Salsa Hi ar i: - after using this command check the error channel | 


Hoo 


Parr 


Ai improved sesuence jor retrieving & program after using the RESET SWITCH, 


in Direct Hader FPOKE 000,21: SYS 42ctis  POKESs,FEEK(39): 
g 


Bruce Wylie 


MODEM CORNER 


The Terginal Frograa, 
Once you have tinall, got jour modem, the neat requirement is a good terainal pragraa. What ¢ 
ST program you ae will depend on your needs. No one program will cover ail situations. 

example, @ pragram which is goed for Comacdore-Commodore ei will most iikel,; be 
useless when a comes tc talking to a large maintrame coaputer. 


5 


uss 


If you think that there are such things as absolute standards in computing you are about ta be 
rudely awakened. There are two main problems. 


Most computers encode characters with the sAmerican Standard Cede for inzaraation 

Interchange known as ASCII, Untort ait Pomicdere’s versicn Gt Ascii: {known as CBN-ASDII or 
73 

PET-HSCIT) is nat the same as *standard* ASCII. (Sther manufacturers do it as well‘: There are 


iG problems when talking Commodore-Commodore, bul when talking to some sailer sysies, our 
CBH-HSCTI aust be converted to the standard tora before sending the data and incasing data aust 
be converted back into CBN-ASCIZ. If not, only garbage will appear on the screen. Hest terminal 
Programs invisibly perform these conversions. The siaplest programs do no conversions at al 
wiile some allow you to select whether conversion is used on not. 


When transferring programs or sequential teat tiles between computers, some method must be 
t th : 


adopted te ensure that the data is not corrupted by; noise on the line. Host methods involve 
sending the data in ‘packets’ containing o4, 125, or 2Sc characters tellowed by some tara af 
checksua. The checksum is a unique code generated mathematicall, trom the packet characters. If 

b 


TFOR 

the receiving computer calculates the same checksum as that sent then — can be assumed {ne 
always true!) that the packet of characters has been rece ved correct; at 
be sent. It the checksums do not match, the sam@ packet is sent again. 


H nuaber of different protocols are used. The main three jou will encounter are the ANODEM 
(Ward/Christensen), the Funter methods, and KERMIT. These are incompatible with each other. 


Before talking about the different methods, it must be e 
requirement for Commodore-Coanadare tile transfers is that 
method irrespective of what that actually is. 


stablished that, usuall;, ¢ 
both terminal programs use the sane 


Probably the most common method is the XMOREM (Nard/Christensen} pratecel {sometines known as 
YAN or AYAN - Yet Another Nodes program). This iS commonly used in systems using the CP/M 


sperating s~stem as with man; ot cur local 3855. A rew Co4 terminal programs which use this 
protccal are available but same de not work correctl; when used with the CP/H systems. (Hast 
aiss downicad a BLES as program 7iles causing problems tor many aurdprocessors). There is a 
public domain Coma@odore CFR compatible terainal program which has just appeared for those users 
mith « CFR c initia 


The anes comment; used protaccl tor transter of Commedare tiles was developed by Steve Punter in 
the U5. in the late “7s oriunately, Since we do not have many fany?) Commodore specific 
bulletia boards cr data bases using this protocol in Australia, this system is virtuall, useless 
tor anything but Commodore-Commodore communications, Which 15 « pity because most of the public 
domain terainal prograas ea US and Canada) use this method. 


MERAIT is a protocol specifically designed tor micro-maintrame communication as often required 
y universities and the like. beveliaved by Coluabia Universit; in the U.S, a public domain 
version is available fer just about every micro except Commodore! I have a written a fledgeling 
version but it still has a few problems. {Anyone interested in taking up the challenge?) 





It is easy to write a sieele terminal program (Reterence Guide page 35c) but most people prefer 
to use one cf the range of public domain L Commercial versions. Terminal programs are often 
described in teras at their ‘smartness’. A ‘dump’ terminal is a simple program which will allow 
you to just talk to ancther system. Such programs usually allow you to sel the baud rate and 
other parameters but will act up or downtaai programs, print the incoming data, or allow you to 
log the cn-line session. 


*Smart’ and ‘ultra-sa#art’ ¢ 
include at least one method of ¢ 

40/30 ar acre coluans, efricient di k accass, bul 
and other hardcopy facilities, an in-built buffer to caplure all or part of the on-line session 
(called a ‘la BF including complete documents and view, edit, and save the butfer when aff-lina, 
and other advanced features including touch tone dialing, auto dial and auto answer. Further, if 
you wish tc access a large maintrage computer such as a VA or PEF-it ate., the terminal program 
nay fave to emulate one ct the standard terminals used Of maintrame cumputers. A number of 
Programs will emulate the DED ¥7S2 or ¥TiGG terginals and provide the correct set of characters 
(RnGWh aS escape sequences) required by the maintrame. Students enrolled in university or 
technical callege courses aay need such a program to allow them to tull access to the mainframe 
Tron home. 


r — man; extra, dlmcest indespensible, features, These 
ransterring programs and test jiles, adjustatle screen widths of 
5 it- 


in text processing tacilities, screen dumps 


7 
a 
r 
J 
+ 
cop 
tk 
i 


5 
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A number of oe programs ara available in Australia. Several quite good publi 
pragrams to suil most cr your need should be available trou your local user group. { 
them to drcp ae a line.) A tew commercial ‘ultra smart’ programs are also availatle tor these 


who are seriousl; inte telecomputing. The tellewing is a list of (the #ore userul lerainal 
orograms, 


Commercial 


VIF TERM : Commercial program (#1907). Alaast eaver;thing but the kitchen sink but uses 
Punter protocols for file transter. Does not support ZNODEM tile transter, (although i haven't 
seen it, the latest version apparentl, has an 4HCDEM program tao downicad files but ane aust 
first exit ¥IF and load the new program to download anything. Hol rea 9 ) 


Public Bogain (2 hope!) 


FRONTZS : Good siaple program, allows program and sequential jfile tran 
director;!) Uses halt duplex, 340baud, 3 line connection. & popular one tor 
Uses CBM-ASCII. (p.d 773 


HODEHS4 =: Good general terminal prograa written } 
by Nick Gammon (at least two versions available. Contac 
baud, seleutalile elehlar ee chock, ad bu 

ifi 


BRS access or tateCad, rerun tasts have Eien that the sriginal 
Slightl, ditterent protocol, The new version ob our 
Normal Christensen protocal.! 


PLUS; TERM: from 
compute 670 tera and 


> 


COMPUTE! magazine Fab 1962. Han; 
5 S for running smali tocal 52 


i atures, Funter up/downluad {alse fraa 
it BB ) 


: 


RAT e auntaad 3 Sas 
b4-o4a: simple BASI£ pragraa fer upload/downicad detween Cots 


a4 TERNa from Commodere good general duap terainal, selectable terainal parameters, word 
wrap, Selectable CBM-ASOIT (VIC version availabie) 


TERMGda Comprehensive suite of 2 prags., selectable terminal parameters, 42 capture 
butter, printer options, local editing, definable function keys, (sutedial teature?, file 
(program and sequential? upload/download using Punter pratecol. One of ay favourites. 


SISK TERNS4 : Latest version of 2ommodure'S tere 
terginal parameters, Logging to disk, upidownicad {Funter}, disk access, aute 


pss 


(SIO version available under name terminal vic) 


zi. stlectable 


hianswer, clack. 


TELEFORT : Australian (7) good general purpose terainal, up/dewnlaad ot programs only using 
KMODEN protocol, clock, capture butter, printer Gption. 


oy 
— 1 = reese 


er - 


a 


a) 


. The download part of this progras does not seem to work too well, as it adds four 
Nytes: to rhe tf 


rant of the prograa.] 


VISE 40/80TERM.C : Enulates a DEC VISE terminal af course’. 46780 columns selectable. Can 
SE used as Sep cealsne. op satched inte cther programs. 


VIETEX : Commodore Yidtex (7) for use on US Compuserve network (great eh?),. Works quite 
#ell as general pu IPEOSE *smart* terminal for 399 baud BES access, 2zk capture butter, will print 
at sage time as receiving data, screen dusp, local editing, meta key functions, (autodial) 

XHODEN. Ca Simple basic program providing dumb terminal and up/download progras or 
sequential files with XNOBER protocol. 6S00d one to see how the process works. 


A disk of all the public domain terminal programs should be available from your local user group 
or it net from COUGO Inc. PO BOX 274 Springwood Qld 4327 (non-members 37.50 + 32.59 php), 


breg Ferr,; 





in last month's "CURSQR") 





ial Modem Guners (see listin: 





Crimp Olwyn O72 2805 
TGWE Sreg 231 6706 
Kanowski Hark cdi fell 
Shephard  dchn a0 O00! 


Jver the past tew months I have received many photocopies ot technical data which has been most 
usetul in the development af the club modes, as you are aware it is not possible to review all 
hagazines tor the various articles appropriate te club activities, and I would like to encourage 
members to carry on the practice af sending to the cammittee any related material which is 
sultable tor club use. I+ it's not used immediately it is on file for future reference, 

As this particular phase of the modem is nearly finished I would like to express my appreciation 
to those members who assisted in the development and assembly of the project. 


Roger Haigh 


Considerable effort is naw being made ta get the club BES on line. npart fram waiting ter 
Telecoms to install a special phone line there are & tew “bugs” ts be ircned cul ot the system. 
By the tie you get this newsletter all that should be in hand, so a practical deaonstraticn 
will be cf great interest to newcommers te the world of modems and B85°S, including a;self. I 
am prepared to organise a pactical eee some tina neat manth, and it a suitable venue cannat 
be arranged Le have it at my home. 80 give the matter some thought and the tinal details can 

He hall with a ghone fer 


be arranged a 
{ 


“iy or 


he WAY monthiy se sian If someone can offer a suitab 
or Phe h the club will pay}, please let me know. 


r. 


Anybody else who wishes te set up a B.8,8. can cottact Greg Perry tor nore details. 


OELAERTAEARERAAEET A Ta SST aad 





le aoury 


I’ve programmed 11 to fetch my slippers and paper, but | can’t 
get it to stop welling the rug. 


" 


From "Computer Crazy” by Daniel Le Hour; - 2 


FDR BGK» 


ae 


LETTERS 


» 
Ren iets: iditor 
8 © itt es w.* 12: 
Iliesteicus Carscr ike 
uA nA Thu 
Brikees Cararey 


Your sust worthiess reader Segs te offer bis anwarthy gratitude te gents who write abeat fice 
relationships, and thank ther for their gens of SygpiFatiens 


About CH22é, this is called Belt and Braces appruach &; us suathers devils whe sc-understandee 


whe, If Sesioes User woald try: 
PPENZ csc, CSTES!,5,8 :PRINT PEEK (ibs 


fell of Nupber 38. And because father plastic 0x 


5 
asic bux of bytes, wise gen Figure fa de likewise, 
fortune cockie. 


This, beloved readers, is how Cankerra-based public servants espress themselves! 

Many thanks @ honolubel Paul San tor jour valuable tip. 

(The abovementioned gentleman is also known as Faul Blair, a reasonabl; weil known Commodore 
scribe, and author of "Starting with Disk Drives”.) 


Rin 
- 
waist gs 


Dear 


It was gue dt: receive fres you recently the CCUEG U-7 disk. The xids aave engcyed Che yakes, 
and I have appreciated some of the other material on this disk. 
Just @ few casaents: 


"Bug-swabler” in Csepute’s Bgzette vfct.: 
; ¢ 


be 4} the pragraa "Change Pisk IF’ does 
intended, The header ID is changed, ae ng if of 


the individua: sectors. 


~ 


2, In the “Tiae Cieck/a4" prograa an ddditignai statesent should be added to iine (it: 
PORE $5224, Pech (oedad) Ga 28 
Witheat this addition fhe clock wici run abugt i7% siew, due te the fact that woe the copputer 





‘ io 3 ton 3 mec Ng, By te: i bg oe 
initialises, the TGE cicvck Is set te ran an Che US cedz puwer suppiz. The dbuve audificaéica 
adjusts for Gur kustraliah Faz supply. 

. @ 
(See Ereg Perry's articie ia CleaGk fer dan 34, page it, para.d. 


3. finally a questions I would iike tu ase the “tasy Card Fite” pregraz. dawever, every fipe 
I try te do a SEARCH, and then atteapt te RiCGlca fhe NATH INEca, fhe progras crashes.  Ferhapgs 
you cOuls provide some docukentation on using this prograb, which ¢ weaid find quite asefal - if 
I couid aeke if werk: 


B33 AAn 
f 


rappened to “CURSGR" fui.? No.6? 
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H. Peter Gadsby - araidale 


Dear Peter, 

Many thanks for jour comments, You quite rightl; ¢ 
"Change Disk ID” program, As it stands if is worse than usele 
Members not to use it, as it can cause severe problens. 


inted uut the prablea with the 
lg recommend to our 


reg Ferry is the author of the "Easy Card File” program, and shoulc by now have contacter jou, 


e SPHESHE® 


Congratulations! ‘You have been the first member fo spot the wrong nuabering ar “CURSOR The 
last issue for 1954 was nc.d, ay in transterring this tile ta the first issue ot if3t | —e 
to alter the issue number, 30 it really is no.o atcer ell! 


ralph De Yries 


MEMBER’s ADVERTS 


FSE SLE 





& inter 
$255.00 and a full 2 months guarantee, 
Phone Greg Perry a Tio7 aT 


r Te. = 
[Leads & Saves up ta * » OF Cud@ercidl Sisks] 


[Leads up to ona val Disk Commands} 


wo? nsec 


Pentdact Lionel Theumlssern at 253 745 
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SPEILIATEC CLUBS 

SOMMODGEE BRECALBIRE USES SSaQur (C-bUG)'s 

ADDRESS: F.0. Bos 145, Barcaldine, OLB, 4725 

SECRETARY: Mrs, Christina Friend - Tel, (474) oii 227 
CAIRNS COMMDEDRE USES SESUF: 

aDDRESS: ©.9. Sca 29%, Horth Cairns, QLB, 4370 

SECRETHRY: Hr. Nalter Kindt 

NECTIHGS on the first & third Tuesday ot the month. 


REQTEATLERAS ETAT ESTAR LATEST ASTER ATT TAR a RASA E REAR TASTER ARTA TSAR RATT aati 


COMMODORE COMPUTER 
USERS GROUP COLI) INC. 





IDEAL FOR NEW OWNERS OF 
(oH DISK DRIVES 
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COMMODORE COMPUTER USERS GROUP (QLD) INU. 


DIRECTORY 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Fresidant: GREG FERRY Pie oe o2to 
secretary: HORM CHAMBERS iinet oo 
Treasurer: LESTER EENNETT ri.2GO LE4S 
Technical Co-cordinater: FOGER HATISH Phiece? 3037 
Sub-Group Co-urdinator: ERE: STEER PReZeQ SFE6 
Chiet Librarians: COIFF POTTINGER Plielee 4c 
Newsletter Editor: RALFH DE VRIES Ph. £0 S477 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Rssistant Treasurer: Pesztion YVesant 
Vic-Z£@ Co-ordinator EARRY WILSON PR.2FF 5204 
Education Officers DEREK FARRELL Ph TES Saa7 
Bulletin Board Orerator RAY FING Fh.z20S 1409 
Librarian - Books: GETReE THLE Phieacarras | 
Librarians - Disks: BILL EOHLEN , Pile Ge ec. oo 
MAx BEAN Shiazoe L225 
Librarian - VIC; JOHN JOHNSToOY Pie 20 De 4Q 


For specific computer problems contact members of -the relevant 
Sub-Committee. 
Please enclose a st. 

committee members by mail. 

Flease address all editorial matter to: FO. Box 7684, 
Brisbane, GLD 4060. (Not to F.0. Bos 274, Je eee please!) 
Deadline for any particular month i ci 

month, 





The opinions expressed herein a 
necessarily those of the C.C.U.&. 
Published by C.C.U.G.(@) Inc:, F.8.50% 274, SFT 
Printed by GAP FRINTING, Lahore Street, THE GAP @ 


rer 
eteee “ces® 





Las 


3} ANTDSTANIDDS SULLA 


SPECIAL PRICE OX THE 
Geb PASILY PACK 
FOR C.C.0.6,(@) MEMBERS! 








SEE US ALSO FOR A 
GREAT RANGE OF 
SOFTWARE AND PERIPHERALS 


DAY ANP 2PM) ZA) ANDO 





